











ANY OF 
THEM WILL 
SuIT YOU 

WELL. 


WOMEN'S 
THINGS SUIT 
YOU WELL 
TOO, HUH. 





BEING RELATIVELY 
RESERVED, MY 
LATE HUSBAND 

ALSO LIKED 


FLASHY THINGS. 





HE WASN'T 
QUITE SO 
MUCH AS YOU, 
KOJIROU-SAMA, 
BUT... 














YOU LOOK 
DEEPLY, YOU 
CAN'T HEAR. 





EVEN 
THOUGH 
HE'S AN 

OUTSIDER... 
WELL, HE'S 
AMAZED ME. 


IF A MAN 
LIKE THAT 
EXISTS, 


THE WORLD 
STILL ISN'T 

WITHOUT ITS 
WORTH, I 
GUESS. 


SNOW FALLING, 
HE JUMPED 
ip RIGHT IN THE 
i MURASAKI 
RIVER WITHOUT 
ANY HESITA- 
TION... 





AND ALL 
THAT WAS: 
TO SAVE 
AKID. 





























EVEN WITH \\ 








TO THINK 
HE COULD PULL 
OFF A FIGHT 
WITH THAT MANY 
OPPONENTS... 











EVERY DAY 
SINCE THEN, 
GANRYUU-SENSEI'S 
NAME HAS BEEN 
SPREADING. 


Just It! 


A BREED 
APART! 











LATELY, 
SHE'S 
: BEEN 
SHE'S ALL —-FIDGETY, 
CONSCIOUS, 
ABOUT HER 
MAKEUP AND 








IT'S GONE 
ON FOR 
THREE DAYS 

































































ANOTHER CUP, 
PLEASE. 







































































COT/N: SISTER-IN-LAW). 


ii) 





7 COULD I 
STAY HERE 
TONIGHT? 





































































THE HOSOKAWA 
FAMILY, LEADER 
OF BUZEN 

KOKURA... 











OF KOKURA 
CASTLE WAS 
PASSED FROM 
THE FIRST 
GENERATION, 
TADAOKI, 











TO THE SECOND 
GENERATION, 

HOSOKAWA 

TADATOSHI. 





SINCE IT 
WAS A CALF, 
TADAOKI-SAMA 
TRULY LOVED 
THIS HORSE. 





I UNDERSTAND [ 
THE SENTIMENT, 
BUT STILL... 





INTRODUCE THE 
MAN WHO WILL 
REPLACE OGAWA 
AND BECOME 
THE NEW 
SWORDSMANSHIP 
INSTRUCTOR. 



























GANRYUL... 


SASAK/ 
KOTROU. 
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GANRYUU... 


SASAKI 
KOUTIROU. 

















HE IS A a : = : : ACCORDING 

DEAF-MUTE, Bs: — TO WHAT WE 
CORRECT? F ——————— a HEAR OF 
F ae at E mais KOJIROU, 


SOME WOULD 
SAY THAT FIVE 
INSTRUCTORS 
1S TOO MANY. 














THEREFORE 
OGAWA HERE 
SHALL REMAIN 
IN RESERVE AS 
A GUARDIAN. 























E , Sa) FOR HIS INADE- 
MANSHIP INS- QUACIES. 





DID USIE 
SAY THAT? 


HE WASN'T 
A NEEDED 
REPLACEMENT ‘ rr woutp BE 
OR ANYTHING. SLIST FINE IF 
OGAWA, WHO 
WAS THE FIFTH 
INSTRUCTOR, 
PUT DOWN His 


j ALTHOUGH 
: YOu Look ANY THE COALS OF 


WAR 6TILL 
THE BIG PICTURE 
THE WHOLE SMOLDER, 


septate 
ea" A Ba 9 


'¥. 
ac Se oe: 


THE REASON 
FOR ALL THE WAR ¥ 
SO FAR CAME FROM 


Sq THE ESTABLISHMENT fam 


THEY'LL HAVE OF FOREIGN 
TO SHIFT THEIR 
ATTENTION INTER- 





GENERALLY, 

WHEN YOU} 
THINK ABOUT 
WHAT KIND OF 
MEN NEW INS- 























16 THE 
CANDIDATE 
SUGGESTED 
BY OGAWA 
AND I NOT 
SATISFACTORY? | 








HORSE: *BUKIII 


TLL TELL 
EVERYBODY 
ONE THING 
THAT I WAS. 

ABLE TO LEARN 
IN EDO: 


BEING ABLE TO 
TEACH THE BLADE 5 
IS NOTONLY TO | | 

TEACH KILLING; 


7BIMipl PROVING ONE- YZ 
4 SELF, UTILIZING 


FINDING 
ONESELF... 






















I WAS TAUGHT 








TOKUGAWA 
SHOUGUNKE 
\ INSTRUCTORS. 











= 








cai 





BY LORD YAGYUU 
MUNENORI OF THE 


























IT WOULDN'T 

BE STRANGE TO 
HAVE EVEN A 
DEAF-MUTE 
INSTRUCTOR. uF 


























AND 
BEING 
SUCH A 
TIME, 


INDEED, IT ii 
MIGHT BE TRUE 
THAT THE BLADE 

16 MORE 
SOUGHT-AFTER IN 
TIMES OF PEACE. 

















KOJIROU- 
DONO... 














NO, MY LORD! 
YOU HAVE 
TO CONSIDER 


AREN'T THEY 
COACHING AT 
THE DOUJOU IN 





ABOUT 
KOJIROU? 


THE 
USIIES? 


IF YOU'RE 
SAYING FIVE 
INSTRUCTORS 

IS ALOT, 


alec dit 





























FOR THE 
HOSOGAWA 
FAMILY, THERE 
ARE FOUR 
INSTRUCTORS 
AFTER UIE. 





Ay 










WILL HE 
CONTEND FOR 
SUCCESSION? 











UJIIE-SENSEI'S 
GONNA SCOLD 
ME AGAIN. 


HOLD ON 
FOR A SECOND, | 
YOU AGAIN... KAEDE-SAN. 


STALKING 























YOU'RE 
DEAD IF HE 


CALLED 
FOR YOU, 
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ug Ts 





IT WAS 7 WHO PUT 
KOJIROU- | THE REINS 
SAN, SIR. | F ONI? 


HE'S SUCH 

A TEMPERA- 
MENTAL 
HORSE. 


EVEN 
THOUGH IT'S 
MY FATHER'S 

HORSE... I 





| NAT ALL TO HIM. 


/ ONLY NATURAL 
AFTER BEING 
AWAY FROM 
HOME FOR SO 

 LONG...? 


% IF YOU TRY 
TO CONNECT WITH 


HIM, YOU CAN SEE F 


HOW PITIFUL 
HE Is. 





IS THE 
ARM HE BIT 
ALRIGHT? 








WHE NARROWLY 
ESCAPED BEING ¥ 
PUT DOWN, 
THANKS TO 
KOJIROU-SAN. 





YOU WEREN'T 
LOVED BY 
TADAOKI-SAMA. 


ARE YOU 
LONELY...? 





WHAT KIND 

OF NAME IS |-" 
IT'S FITTING MOGURA*? 
THAT FACING: 
HIM EYE-TO- 


FOR YOU, LORD 
TADAOKI WAS 
Bur. YOUR ONE AND 
THAT WASN'T ONLY MASTER, 
THE CASE 
FOR LORD 
TADAOKI. 





HE COULD 
PROBABLY 
HIDE A BIRD FF 
IN THAT 
Mess! 








WHAT'S HE 
DOING? 


























CASTLE DUTIES y : ‘ 

ARE IMPOSSIBLE e DRINKING 
TO BEGIN WITH, a‘ Boe HEAVILY LAST 
LET ALONE THE : idee NIGHT? 
INSTRUCTORS! : THAT MUST 












BUT THE oe aie 
SCRUFF OF Pe BE WHY HE 
ONE'S NECK 5 é ete : WAS LATE. 
TIES SKILL : : : : 










WITH LINEAGE. / 





WHAT'S 
HE GOING DO 
WHEN HE 
COMES ACROSS 
A CASE OF 
TSUIIGIRIE?, 











THAT KAEDE 
WILL IGNORE 
TSUJIGIRI AND 
JUST WALK 






ALRIGHT 
THEN, 





NOW THEN, 
BEGINI! 














ALRIGHT, 
THAT'S IT FOR 
Tovay! 






































I THANK YOU. 








IT'D BE FINE 
IF GANRYUU 
KOJIROU- 
SENSEI CAME 
AND TAUGHT 
AS WELL. 






NO LESS THAN 
20 OPPONENTS 
ON TOP OF 


AND ASIDE 

FROM THAT, 
WILL HE BE 
STUDYING 


HE MIGHT\S 
YET BE 
FIRST ON 
THE LIST OF 
INSTRUC- 
TORS.. 


N 





HE FOUGHT N 


TOKIWA BRIDGE. # 


















WELL NOW, 
T HAVEN'T 
SEEN HIM 


FORTH BE IN 


ATTENDANCE 






























































YOU HONOR ME 
GREATLY!! 











STUDY 
DILIGENTLY. 
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GANRYUL SURE 
IS FRIGHTENING... 
I'D HEARD HE 
SEDUCED WOMEN, 
\ BUT EVEN 


POSSIBLE. 
IT Just 


SEEM LIKE HE 
A GUY LIKE 5 | WAS REACTING 
THAT IN THE SOMETHING TO KAEDE'S 
CASTLE? . FOREIGN LIKE ROSARY. 


THAT... IT'D BE ALL 
THE MORE CURIOUS 
FOR SOMEONE NOT 


"AND PUSHES 
HER AWAY WITH 


SHE'S PLT: 
HIM ATA 

DISTANCE, 
NOTHING 













ARE YOU 
STRETCHING 
OUT THERE, 
KOJIROU- 
SENSEI? 


OH HOH... 








+ WHAT'S 
THIS, HUH? 







































Vir AS Gag Ae Bs OF NED. IE: IISA RRM 


FERS 73002 RHE FUTURE OF OURSIERD © 


W00E ACEH ON THE WE] b/c £08 


KAEDE-SAN, 
WEREN'T YOU 
TOLD TO COME 
TO THE CITY 
pDousou 











HE DOESN'T 
SEEM TO HAVE 
THE REFINED 
NATURE OF ONE 
WHO LIVES BY 
THE BLADE. 











WELL, AT ANY 
RATE, IT'S NICE 
TO MEET YOU... 





FOURTH 
GRANDSON OF 
THE UIE. 


























YES, T'LL 
TEACH HIM 
PROPER 
ETIQUETTE IN 
THE FUTURE!! 


MUCH LEISURE 
TIME TO MAKE 
EXCUSES ON 
THE BATTLE- 
FIELD? 























YOUR 
( MANNERS 

MISTAKEN, NI ARE Ques- 
TIONABLE 

AS WELL. 





THE LORD SOMEONE 
SHOULD WITH AN 
AGREE WITH EQUIVALENT 

WHO DEGREE OF 
COULD HEAR SKILL, 


| THis, Is IT? Ai) 













IF WE 
COULD FIND 










AND SPEAK 
NORMALLY..., 
NATURALLY, 

WE'D HIRE 
HIM. 

















TODAY, I'VE 
DECIDED TO 
INTRODUCE 
KOJIROU-DONO 
AS THE NEW 
INSTRUCTOR TO 
EVERYONE. 


COINCIDENCE 
THAT THE 
CITY DOUIJOU 
TRAINING IS. 
ON A DAY 
SUCH AS 





T'M SORRY 
FOR THAT... 





CERTAINLY, THESE 
LITTLE CHILDREN HERE 
AT THE CITY DOLIJOU 
KNOW ETIQUETTE BETTER 
THAN THAT ONE THERE. 


THE CHILDREN 
OF A CITY 
DOUIOU LIKE 
THIS... 








THAT ONE WHO 
CAN NEITHER 
SPEAK NOR HEAR 
4 CAN TRULY 
CONTEMPLATE THI 
ART OF WAR. 


THEY ARE THE 
FUTURE OF OUR 
FIEFDOM. 





















LACKING OF 
ANY CORNERS. 













































































: BEING 
CIRCLILAR IS 
i THE GREATEST 
STRENGTH. 
I THINK ABOUT 
IF THE BUZEN 
KOKURA FIEFDOM : : 
HAS LOST THAT, Bees 
FATHER. = 
YOU'RE 
WELL CERTAINLY ABLE 
THEN, THE TO SPEAK WELL 
SECOND 
ENOUGH NOW, 
wow vo GENERA TADATOSHI. 
THEY SEE z YOUVE 
THE KOKURA maperneede 
FIEFDOM DURING YOUR 
Ha LONG STAY IN 


E00, HAVEN'T 
You? 

























® 
"J 
even ie tHey \ & HEAD 
cANT HEAR = \ © TMA BIT INSTRUC 
WHAT T Say, SURPRISED TOR... 
IF I's WHAT AT THE THE 
THE UIE Says, STRENGTH 
DO NOT ALL OF UJIIE'S 
cLour. 





GRANTED 
YOU COULD SAY 
THAT I WAS NOW, WITHOLIT 
BASICALLY i ME, THE CITIZENS 
DIRECTING IT YG) \ SEE MY PRESENCE 


MYSELF... IN THE UJIIE. 








i AND I'VE 
ie KNOWN MANY 

fe MILITARY EXPLOITS 
Eg THROUGH WAR. 





THIS SHALL 
BE HOMEWORK, }- 
TADATOSHI. 




















TM LEAVING 
; BEHIND A 
\ ‘ TUMOR KNOWN 


AS THE USIIE; 


ELLIPSE? 





4 
HOW CAN ONE " 
EVEN OUT THIS 







KOJIROU! 


SHOW 
SOMEONE 
FOR WHO 

HE IS... 





SWORD: IF YOUR 
eh: SWORD. enna 
HOLD UP, THEN 


TILL HAVE TO... 














figyveb 
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1S THAT YOU, 
MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHT?! 





VAG A BON D 


++ EE #301 - AT THE END OF THE JOURNEY < 
ia 





ae —~ 





AHIGH- 
RANKING 
MAN FROM 
SOME 
DOMAIN, 





TO FIGHT 


“THIS 15 
DANGEROUS.” 


AM I STILL 
STRONG? 














IN ANY CASE... 
YOU'RE PROBABLY 
WONDERING HOW 

MUSASHI HAD 

FARED IN HIS 

TRAVELS AFTER 

THE YOSHIOKA 

BATTLE. 


WATCHING: 
THE MAN 
LIGHTLY TURN 
HIS BACK AND 
SCAMPER 
AWAY, 


WHAT FILLED 
MUSASHI'S: 
BREAST FELT 
SOMEWHAT 


LIKE DEFEAT. 









ano He Hap TESST 
xownere ro apse 





WHAT DO YOU 
KNOW ABOUT ee your” 
MUSASHI? =| YOU TALK 


LIKE YOU'VE 
‘SEEN IT ALL 


YOURSELF. 


I'M HINIDEN 
MATAHACHT. 
BORN IN 
MIMASAKA 
NO KUNI, 


THAT SAID, 
HOWEVER... 
YOU'RE FREE 
TO BELIEVE 


RAISED LIKE A 
BROTHER TO 
MUSASHT. 


OR DOUBT 
ME AS YOU 
PLEASE. 

















YOU ALL LIKE 
VIOLENT TALES 
THAT MUCH, EH? 









WHERE WAS: 


Lu? 








WOULD YOU 
LIKE ONE, SIR? 





YOU'RE ARE YOU 
ABIG TRAVELING FOR 
FELLOW... a 


I WISH T 
HAD BEEN 
BORN WITH A 
BODY LIKE 


I NEVER 
REALLY 
LEARNED FROM 
ANYONE. 






















MY MASTER 
DIED A FEW 
YEARS AGO. 










WAS SLAIN 
ON NEW 


MY SECOND SON, 
WHO CHALLENGED: 
THE MURDERER FOR 
REVENGE, WAS ALSO 


THEN THE REST OF 
MY STUDENTS WERE 
SLAIN ONE AFTER 
ANOTHER. 


TAKE OUT ALL 
SEVENTY OF MY 
DISCIPLES. 


NO JOKE. 





15... THAT MAN 
‘STILL ALIVE? 










I GATHERED 
UP RUMORS OF 
PEOPLE WHO SAID 









I HAVE TWO 
ALLIES WHO 
SPLIT UP 
WITH ME TO 


OF HAVING 
MY SCHOOL 
DESTROYED, SO 
T JOURNEY OUT 
OF VENGEANCE, 














MUST BE 
FEELING THE 
SAME WAY. 


HE WAS AS 
SIMASSIVE.-2*Z 


BUT T 
CANNOT DIE 
UNTIL I WIPE 
AWAY THE 
HUMILIATION 














IM 
NOT SURE 
HOW MUCH 
LONGER I 


TRAVELING FOR 
‘SWORDSMANSHIP 
TRAINING AT 
THIS AGE 15, 
WELL... HAHA, 
JUST KIDDING. 





OTHER DISCIPLES 
OF THE YOSHIOKA 
SCHOOL WHO HAVE 





STILL HAVE 












































THE MOLINTAIN 
BEHIND HERE 


WAS STILL 
A CHILD, 




































































MADE ME REMEMBER 
sale FIRE I SAW IN 
CHILDHOOD. 























TO RUN FROM 
THE FIRE. 


3 
: 
x 
= 
< 











YOU HAVE NO 
OTHER CHOICE 
BUT TO LIVE 
ON FACING 
THE WORLD. 


YOU ARE ALSO 
THE ONE WHO 
LIT THE FIRE, 




















THE 
OTHER DISCIPLES 
OF THE YOSHIOKA 
SCHOOL WHO HAVE 
SCATTERED ACROSS 
THE LAND MUST BE 
FEELING THE SAME 
WAy-- 

















MUSASHI IS 
NO LONGER 
MUSASHT. 









































I'VE FALLEN 
ALL THE WAY 





THE STARS HASN'T 
CHANGED ONE BIT. 














HOLDING : 
NOTHING. i 











MEET 
AGAIN, PLL 
ASK You. 





4 
3 
sae 

za 
<8 
Swe 
= 5 





I'S 
AAA 





I WANT TO 
LIVE WITH YOU 
SOMEDAY. 


NOW, I 
FINALLY HAVE 
THE FREEDOM 
TO FEEL THAT 
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VAGABOND 


crearea by TAKEHIKO INOUE ¢ friangastream... 








INOUE 
Aven wl TAKEHIKO 
= cue 4:02 - CHILDREN OFTHE EARTH 







THE 
WARRIOR 
MUNCHES... 


‘ia mate aa 


wa wa, 
OUNN err 1 
MUNCHING 


I NEED 
TO GET TO 
TOWN WHILE 
THE SUN'S 


f TO PUT WARM 
FOOD INTO MY 
‘STOMACH... 


TD LIKE TO 
SLEEP UNDER A 
ROOF FOR ONCE 

| IN A WHILE...'VE 
BEEN CAMPING 
OUTSIDE 


THE SUN GOES 
DOWN... 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































DON'T NEED 
TO HOLD IT 
SO FIRMLY. 





WHAT WERE 
YOU INTENDING 
TO DO, KID? 





HE'S TOO 
HEAVY TO 
CARRY TO THE 


GRAVEYARD, 

















YOU LIKE 
SWORDS? 





YOU HAVE 
NO BUSINESS: 
WITH THESE, 


YOU'LL EVER 
HAVE TO DO ANY 
KILLING. 


BUT STILL...TO 


BE UP HIS FATHER 
Be LIKE THA 





DOESN'T THE 
BLOOD OF MEN 
RUN THROUGH 


HIS VEINS? 


"IP I HADN'T 
TOPPED HIM, Hi 
REALLY WOULD 


WATT, IS 
THAT THE SAM 
OH YEAH, I THING THEY 
TRIED TO KILL g OLD ME... 
MY FATHER 
700... 

















HOW 
DID YOU 


AND YOUR 
FATHER 





ARE YOU 


THE SON OF A 
SAMURAT? 











FATHER LEFT 
THIS LAND 





TAKEZOU. 





THOSE FIELDS 
ARE USELESS! 


CAN'T 
YOU TELL WE'RE 





SEEDS HERE 


TOMORROW. 







































































Piyyeke 





VAGABOND 


crearea by TAKEHIKO INOUE ¢ friangastream... 





OND 


#303 - RAINY SOIL 










A 
GOLITARY GEING'S 
WASTELAND. 

















< PEOPLE 
LAUGH. 

















Se 
p< QN 








WHAT WAS 
I SAYING? 


SSS 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































DLL LEAVE 
TOMORROW. 








































































































OHHH! 
YOU WET 
YOUR BED, 
IORI?! 





HOW 
OLD ARE YOU 


YOUR 
ONE AND ONLY 
FATHER JUST 








YOU'RE 
LEAVING? 








YOU CRIED 
YESTERDAY, 
DIDN'T YOU? 


YOU'RE A 
SAMURAT. 























DIO WAS MAKE 
FUN OF YOU FOR 
WETTING THE BED. 
YOU'RE GONNA 
KILL US FOR 
THAT? 


YOu 
MADE FLIN OF 
MY FATHER WHEN 
HE WAS SICK, 
DIDN'T YOU? 








FIRST 
GATHER UP 
AS MUCH POWER 
AS YOU 
CAN. 





I TOLD 
YOU YOU CAN'T 
KILL PEOPLE WHILE 
YOUR BODY'S STIFF, 
DIDN'T I? 


DON'T YOU 
THINK IT’S 


DOWN AN 
OPPONENT WHO. 
DOESN'T HAVE 
‘A SWORD? 





WHERE'D YOU 
GET SUCH NICE 
RADISHES?: 





Ee) 


YOU'RE NOT 
GOING AFTER 
ALL? 
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